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will. He was an eminent sportsman, and brave even to
brutality. His boast was that be bad succeeded in every-
thing be bad attempted, and be would not admit tbo
possibility of future failure. Tbougb still a very young
man be bad won tbe Derby, training bis own borse; and
be successfully managed a fine stud in defiance of tbe ring,
whom it was one o^ tbe secret objects of bis life to extirpate.
Tbougb bis manner to men was peremptory, cold, and
bard, be might be described as popular, for there existed a
superstitious belief in his judgment, and it was known that
in some instances when he had been consulted he had
given more than advice. It could not be said that he was
beloved, but he was feared and highly considered. Para-
sites were necessary to him, though he despised them.

The Duke of Brecon was an avowed admirer of Ladj
Corisaiide, and was intimate with her family. The Duchesi
liked him much, and was often seen at ball or assembly 01
his arm. He had such excellent principles, she said ; wai_
so straightforward, so true and firm. It was whispered
that even Lady Corisande had remarked that the Duke of
Brecon was tbe only young man of the time who had
* character.' The truth is the Duke, though absolute and
hard to men, could be soft and deferential to women, and
such an exception to a general disposition has a charm.
It was said also that he had, when requisite, a bewitching
smile.

If there were any thing or any person in the world that
St. Aldegonde hated more than another it was the Duke of
Brecon. Why St. Aldegonde hated him was not very
clear, for they had never crossed each other, nor -were the
reasons for his detestation, which he occasionally gave,
entirely satisfactory: sometimes it was because the Duke
drove piebalds ; sometimes because he had a large sum in
the Funds, which St. Aldegonde thought disgraceful for a
Duke; sometimes because he wore a particular hat, though,